DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

he added, " it is feared in these Radical days that, if
the Sovereign is not more amongst them and not
more seen in London, the loyalty and attachment
to the Grown will decrease, which would be naturally
much to be deplored ; but I feel at the same time
they would not wish you to make such exertions as
would be detrimental to your health."1

Princess Louis paid the visit to Balmoral to which
she had looked forward so much, but it was a sad
time, for the Queen was much crippled by this gout
and very helpless, unable to walk or even to feed
herself. The Princess was most unhappy about her ;
she reproached herself, when her month at Balmoral
was over, for leaving her when she was still so unwell,
but she had promised to pay other visits and was
pledged to go to Sandringham for her brother's
birthday party in November. She had not spent
that day with him since the year before their father
died. She, too, was afraid that difficult days were
coming, and indeed he was having an unpleasant
time now, and she hoped he would be guided wisely
and rightly.

The agitation against an invisible and expensive
Sovereign and a son who did nothing but amuse
himself in so extravagant and unedifying a fashion,
still simmered in the Press, and it fairly boiled over
when, early in November, Sir Charles Dilke made a
most violent anti-Monarchical speech at Newcastle,
It contained gross mis-statements : he said for
instance, that the Queen paid no income-tax on her
vast income and this infuriated her. She urged

1 Letters of Queen Victoria^ II, ii, 159,
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